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I t ’ s  been  a  year  def i n e d  by  comm i tmen t ,  connec t i o n  a n d
progress  a t  Camden  Haven  Surf  L i fe  Sav i n g  C l u b .  We ’ v e  worked
hard  t o  s t reng t hen  our  pa tro l s ,  s uppor t  our  vo l u n t eers ,  connec t
w i t h  t h e  commun i t y  a n d  bu i l d  t oward  a  s t rong ,  s u s t a i n ab l e
fu t ure .
Wh i l e  cha l l e n ges  l i k e  recru i tmen t  a n d  a ge i n g  i n fras truc t ure
rema i n ,  we ’ v e  made  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n roads .  E very  ac t i v i t y  we  do :
e very  pa tro l ,  e very  bar  s h i f t ,  e very  soc i a l  med i a  pos t  a n d
barbecue ,  h e l p s  u s  keep  our  beach  s afe  a nd  our  c l u b  s t rong .

P a t r o l s  a n d  L i f e s a v i n g  C a p a b i l i t y

A s i g n i f i c a n t  ach i e vemen t  t h i s  year  was  nego t i a t i n g  a  new
L ifesav i n g  Serv i ce  Agreemen t  w i t h  SLSNSW and  t he  M i d  Nor t h
Coas t  Branch .  T hanks  t o  Tony  Wor ton  a nd  our  Surf  L i fe  Sav i n g
M i d  Nor t h  Coas t  Branch  represen t a t i v e s ,  we  h ave  a n  a greemen t
t h a t  be t t er  ref l ec t s  t he  rea l i t i e s  of  vo l u n t eer  pa tro l s  a n d
a l l ows  more  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  cha l l e n g i n g  cond i t i o n s .
O ur  i n vo l v emen t  i n  t h e  SLSNSW C l ub  Capab i l i t y  Pro j ec t  h a s  a l s o
pos i t i o n ed  u s  a s  a  c l u b  t o  wa tch .  We  l ook  forward  to  bu i l d i n g  o n
t h i s  re l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s h ape  a  s t ra t eg i c  pa t h  forward .

C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t

Ra i s i n g  t h e  c l u b ’ s  prof i l e  rema i n ed  a  pr i or i t y .  From soc i a l  med i a
v i d eos  a nd  l oca l  p ar t nersh i p s  t o  marke t  s t a l l s  a n d  s i d e l i n e
conversa t i o n s  a t  t h e  soccer ,  we  h ave  a imed  t o  educa te ,  promote
surf  safe ty  a nd  a t t r ac t  new members .  H uge  t h a nks  t o  N i co l e
Crowe for  her  t i r e l e s s  work  beh i n d  t h e  scenes  a nd  ou t  i n  t h e
commun i t y .
We ' re  now prepar i n g  for  a  s t rong  off - season  push ,  promot i n g
our  Ju l y  SRC and  Bronze  Meda l l i o n  course  t o  bu i l d  p a tro l
c apac i t y  a n d  offer  pa t hways  for  j u n i o r s  a nd  paren t s .
We ’ v e  a l s o  upgraded  some  of  our  d i g i t a l  i n fras truc t ure  t o
suppor t  smoo t her  commun i ca t i o n  a n d  free  up  a dm i n  t ime  for
vo l u n t eers .

P A G E  1 5

P R E S I D E N T ' S  R E P O R T



T r a i n i n g  a n d  I n c l u s i o n

U p s k i l l i n g  o u r  p e o p l e  i s  a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  o u r  m i s s i o n ,  a l i g n e d
w i t h  t h e  S u r f  L i f e  S a v i n g  m o t t o  S a v i n g  L i v e s ,  B u i l d i n g
B e t t e r  C o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  C r e a t i n g  G r e a t  A u s t r a l i a n s .  T h i s
y e a r ,  w e ’ v e  f o c u s e d  o n  I R B  a n d  a g e  m a n a g e r  t r a i n i n g ,  w i t h
m o r e  t o  c o m e  a h e a d  o f  t h e  2 0 2 5 / 2 0 2 6  s e a s o n .
A  s t a n d o u t  t r a i n i n g  m o m e n t  f o r  m e  w a s  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e
B e a c h  O c e a n  S a f e  ( B O S )  P r o g r a m  a t  C o o g e e  S L S C  w i t h
G a r y  H a w k i n s .  B O S  t e a c h e s  b e a c h  s a f e t y  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
s t u d e n t s  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  w a y .  I t ’ s  a  p a t h w a y
i n t o  s u r f  l i f e s a v i n g  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  s t a r t  w i t h  a  B r o n z e
M e d a l l i o n ,  a n d  i n s t e a d  e n c o u r a g e s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  f u r t h e r
c o u r s e s  l i k e  R a d i o ,  U A V ,  C P R ,  F i r s t  A i d ,  c o a c h i n g  a n d  m o r e .
W e ’ d  l o v e  t o  r e p l i c a t e  t h i s  m o d e l  l o c a l l y  b e c a u s e  i t ’ s  a  m o r e
i n c l u s i v e  w a y  t o  c o n n e c t  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  o c e a n  a n d  t o  o u r
c l u b ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  n o t  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e
s u r f .

F a c i l i t i e s  a n d  F o r w a r d  P l a n n i n g

D i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  c l u b h o u s e  c o n t i n u e  w i t h
P o r t  M a c q u a r i e - H a s t i n g s  C o u n c i l .  T h a n k s  t o  N e i l  H o s i c k  a n d
o u r  b u i l d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  e n s u r i n g  o u r  n e e d s  a r e
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e s e  e a r l y  d e s i g n  s t a g e s .
M e a n w h i l e ,  p r a c t i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  c o n t i n u e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  n e w
A T V  b o a r d  r a c k  a n d  u p g r a d e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  g r e a s e  t r a p ,
w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c a f é  a n d  o u r  c l u b h o u s e ,  f o r  w h i c h  w e
c o n t r i b u t e d  f i n a n c i a l l y .
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Celebration and Acknowledgement

Our Awards of Excellence evening was a highlight, closing the season with
pride, gratitude and celebration. We honoured the late John Vipond and were
moved to see his close friend and “other son” Tony Worton awarded Life
Membership. 
Thanks to Ben Hosick and all who made the night one to remember. Who will
forget the confetti cannons and music?

We also recognised the incredible efforts of our call-out team during
out-of-hours rescues, particularly the May search in North Haven. The
dignity, skill and care shown during this tragic incident were a
testament to our values. Thank you to all involved and those who
supported member wellbeing afterwards.

Looking Ahead

As we move into a new season, our focus includes:
Growing and engaging membership
Advancing the Club Capability Project
Expanding community education
Progressing clubhouse plans
Launching our July training course
Strengthening our systems and volunteer support

Camden Haven SLSC is more than the work done on the sand. It’s in every
friendly face on patrol, behind the bar, on the balcony or the barbecue.
There’s a place for everyone. I invite you to find yours.
Thank you to our committee, patrol captains, trainers, bar team, age
managers, nippers, water safety, and every member who contributed this
season.

Kate Dwyer 
President 



C a m d e n  H a v e n  h a s  a g a i n  p r o v e n  w h a t  t e a m w o r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n
t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  d o ,  e v e n  f o r  a  s m a l l
c l u b .  W e  k e p t  o u r  b e a c h e s  a n d  w a t e r w a y s
s a f e ,  w i t h  n o  f a t a l i t i e s ,  w i t h  a  r e c o r d  n u m b e r  o f  p r e v e n t i o n s .
t h i s  h a s  k e p t  o u r  r e s c u e s  t o  a  m i n i m u m  a n d  p r o v e s  t h a t
p r e v e n t i o n  i s  a l w a y s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  c u r e .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  v i s i t o r s  o v e r  a l l  h o l i d a y  p e r i o d s  h a s  b e e n  o n
t h e  i n c r e a s e ,  a n d  w e  a r e  s t i l l  3  p a t r o l s ,  e v e r y  m e m b e r  h a s
p r o v e n  t h e i r  w o r t h  d o i n g  l o n g  p a t r o l  s h i f t s ,  a n d  a b o v e
a v e r a g e  n u m b e r s  f o r  t h e  s e a s o n .  

T h e  c a l l - o u t  t e a m  a n d  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  t a s k e d  o n
n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s  t h i s  s e a s o n  a n d  h a v e  s h o w n  g r e a t  a b i l i t y .
w e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  o f  y o u .

T h e  e x e c u t i v e  t e a m  d o e s  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  a n d  t h e y  a r e  a  c r e d i t .
I  h a v e  h a d  a  v e r y  q u i e t  y e a r  t h i s  s e a s o n  a n d  w a n t  t o  t h a n k
y o u  a l l  f o r  d o i n g  s u c h  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  a n d  I  h o p e  t o  b e  b a c k  t o
m y s e l f  f o r  n e x t  s e a s o n .  

M i c h e l l e  G a r v a n  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
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D I R E C T O R  O F  F I N A N C E  R E P O R T

The 2024/2025 season has seen some great support from our members
and our community through membership, sponsorship and donations. 

We have been fortunate to be able to purchase new equipment again this
season to further develop our club through grants or sale of old equipment.

Without the kind and generous contributors to our club, we wouldn’t be able
to fulfil our lifesaving obligations. We would like to thank the following;

� Surf Life Saving Australia
� Surf Life Saving Services
� Surf Life Saving NSW
� Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast
� Regional Australia Bank
� Camden Haven Tyres and Auto
� Birdon
� Maher Legal
� Castleton Plumbing
� Three Brothers Landscape and Garden Supplies
� Newcastle Greater Mutual
� LUSC Bowling Club
� Oddfellows Australia
� Nippers BBQ, family gold coin donations
� Return &amp; Earn
� Wiggly Tail Butchery
� Woolworths
� Individual donations throughout the community

P A G E  1 9



T h e  2 0 2 4 / 2 0 2 5  s e a s o n  h a s  a l s o  s e e n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f
X e r o  –  a n  a c c o u n t i n g  s o f t w a r e  p r o g r a m .  X e r o  h a s  r e p l a c e d
t h e  p r e v i o u s  a c c o u n t i n g  p r o g r a m ,  R e c k o n .  
I t  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  e a s y  s y s t e m  t o  u s e ,  a n d  I  t h a n k  N e i l
H o s i c k  f o r  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  c h a n g e  o v e r  i n t o  X e r o  e a r l y  i n
t h e  s e a s o n .

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  h a v e  s t r o n g  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  B a r  a n d  t h e
f u n d s  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  a r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e
c l u b  f i n a n c i a l l y .  

A  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  t h a t  h e l p  r u n
t h e  b a r .

H a l l  h i r e  h a s  a g a i n  b e e n  s t r o n g  t h i s  y e a r  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s
b o o k i n g s  a n d  o u r  w e e k l y  y o g a  h i r e .

A s  t h i s  i s  m y  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  t h i s  r o l e ,  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f
f i n a n c e ,  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  t h e  c l u b  g r o w  s t r o n g e r
n e x t  s e a s o n .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  N e i l  H o s i c k  f o r  d o i n g  a  f a n t a s t i c  h a n d
o v e r  t o  m e ,  h e  w a s  v e r y  g o o d  a t  t h e  r o l e  a n d  I  h o p e  t h a t  I
c a n  c o n t i n u e  h i s  g o o d  w o r k .  

T o  t h e  r e s t
o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

S u s i e  B e l l  
D i r e c t o r  O f  F i n a n c e  
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D I R E C T O R  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
R E P O R T

The 2024/25 season was another successful season for Camden Haven

SLSC.. We have welcomed a new Life Member Tony Worton recently at

our awards night which was held on 6  June..th

For National Volunteers Day we have sent out postcards to all members

that have volunteered in some capacity. I’d personally like to say Thank

You to all our Life savers, Age Managers, Water Safety personnel, Bar

Staff and special mention to our BBQ Crew that are there to offer a

snag or two at Nipper days.

As part of our commitment to give back to our Community we:

Assisted with Water Safety and traffic control at the Ironman which
was held in May.

Attend the local markets
Attend the local primary & high school for Beach & Water Safety

 messages
Laid a wreath at the ANZAC Day Dawn Service

Membership for the 2024/25 season was a total of 182 members

consisting of:

1 .  Probationary - 1

2. Junior Members (5 - 13 years) - 72

3. Cadet Members ( 13 - 15 years) - 3

4. Active Members ( 15 - 18 years) - 3

5. Active Members ( 18 years & Over) - 25

6. Life Members - 5
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7. Associate - 2

8. General - 34

9. Nipper Parent - 37

Through this season we have seen a grow in Nipper membership.
Hoping this will continue in 2025/26.

As we come into next season, I invite any members that wish to
introduce their friends, neighbours, and family to our 
Camden Haven SLSC family. 
There is a place job for everyone within our community,
whether their skills are in the water, on the sand, or within the
clubhouse.

Finally thank you to all the Committee for you assistance throughout
the season.

Thank You to the club for supporting me in the Emerging Leaders
Program & the Junior Working Group at SLSNSW.

Look forward to next season.

Nicole Crowe
Director Of Administration
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D I R E C T O R  O F  L I F E S A V I N G  R E P O R T
2024/25 -  D i r ec tor  Of  L i fesav i n g  

Thank  you ,  Camden  Haven  Members ,  for  a  grea t  s afe  season .

Our  S t a t s  for  t he  season
1428 .42  HRS Pa tro l l e d
3887 Sw immers
1 809  Craf t
9966 On  t he  beach
3  Rescues
588 Preven t i o n s
1 7  F i r s t  a i d s
44HRS Beach  c l o s ures
22HRS Dangerous  s urf
2 1 HRS Mar i n e  s t i n g ers
1 HR  Shark

I  l o ved  our  s t ar t  t o  t he  season  Ceremony  wha t  a  grea t  way  to
s t ar t  t h e  season .

We  s t ar ted  our  season  w i t h  our  3  Pa tro l s .  

Our  Pa tro l  Cap t a i n s  are :

1 . T o ny  Wor ton  Pa tro l  1
2 . Ben  Hos i ck  Pa tro l  2
3 . M i c he l l e  Garv i n  Pa tro l  3

You  a nd  your  Pa tro l l i n g  Members  d i d  a n  awesome j ob  keep i n g
our  Sw immers  a nd  l oca l s  a n d  v i s i t ors  t o  our  beach  s afe .

T he  s t ar t  of  t he  season  was  t he  schoo l  h o l i d a y s  we  had  a  l o t
of  peop l e  t o  our  beach .  

Chr i s tmas  ho l i d a y s  were  b i g  t h i s  year  l o a d s  of  peop l e  a l l  d ay
l o n g .  We  had  grea t  cond i t i o n s .  

E a s t er  ho l i d a y s  we  were  busy  keep i n g  everyone  s afe .

We l l - d o ne  Camden  Haven  you  l o oked  af ter  t hem a l l .
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To our callout Team thank you for your time out of patrol hours you do
a wonderful job and we are very proud of what you do thank you.

Thank you to all water safety teams you all did an awesome job keeping
our Nippers safe on Sundays and Friday afternoons. 

Our Emergency Services training day was awesome it really gets us up
on another level being able to work with NSW Ambulance and NSW Fire
Rescue.
Our younger patrolling members are doing an awesome job I have been
watching them set up patrol., doing preventions to keep the public safe.
Their skill level is great to watch, and they look after our gear and
always there to help out in packing up and washing down. 
We are very proud of you all keep up the good work. 

To all our Subs and Voluntary patrolling members Thank you.

To our wonderful Committee you all do a wonderful awesome job I enjoy
working with you all.

Thank you

Tony Worton 
Director Of Lifesaving 
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D I R E C T O R  O F  J U N I O R
A C T I V I T I E S

Firstly I would like to say Thank You to all the Age Managers & Water
Safety for putting there hand up each week.

Conditions on some nipper days weren’t the best but we all had smiling
faces at the end of each session.

Thanks to Tony Worton for conducting the Board Traning in North Haven
Baths on a Friday afternoon. The joy the Nippers have in learning these
skills is something to smile about. They have learnt new skills and you can
see the improvement by the end of each season.

We had Edie Burgess and Khoda Verey compete at the 1  Branch Carnival
which was held at Tacking Point SLSC with Edie taking away 1  in her
sprint & flags.

st

st

Khoda tried her hardest and never stopped smiling all day. Was great to
see the black & white cap out there competing again.
Edie competed at the MNC Branch Championships which were held at
South West Rocks SLSC in February. Edie came away with a Gold Medal
in the Under 8 Sprint & also placed 4  in her flags.th

During the season we also had 2 combined days with Wauchope Bonny
Hills which was a huge success. Firstly we went to Bonny Hills and we had
a joint Christmas Party after having a twlight nippers and then in
February Bonny Hills came to our beach and all went off well.

This season we didn’t have any representatives for the JLOTY Program
congratulations to the winners!
We have applied for the Inclusive Grant to hopefully help out with a
Inclusive Nippers Program for next season.

Thanks to the Committe once again for your continued support!
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B A R  M A N A G E R

I  am  p l e a sed  t o  presen t  my  Annua l  Repor t  a s  Bar  Manager  for
t he  Camden  Haven  Surf  L i fe  Sav i n g  C l u b .

T h i s  year  h a s  been  reasonab l y  busy .  

T he  Chr i s tmas  per i o d  t hrough  t o  Aus tra l i a  Day ,  we  were  on l y
ab l e  t o  open  Fr i d ay ,  Sa t urday  a nd  Sundays  d ue  t o  l im i t e d
vo l u n t eer  ava i l a b i l i t y .  

T hose  d ays  proved  t o  be  e x t reme l y  busy .  

E a s t er  a nd  s ubsequen t  schoo l  h o l i d a y  per i o d s  h ave  been  j u s t  a s
popu l a r  a t  t h e  bar .  

T he  regu l a r  Sunday  sess i o n  rema i n s  popu l a r  w i t h  our  l o ya l
l oca l s ,  wh i c h  i s  grea t  t o  see .

H a l l  H i r e  t h i s  year  h a s  been  cons t a n t ,  w i t h  t h e  bar  open  a t  a l l
f u nc t i o n s .  T hese  func t i o n s  ran  smoo t h l y ,  a n d  our  bar
vo l u n t eers  were  l ooked  af ter  w i t h  p l e n t y  t o  ea t .

I  wou l d  l i k e  t o  we lcome  Sus i e  Be l l  a s  a  new bar  vo l u n t eer  on
our  ros ter .  And  we lcome  back  to  Ne i l  a n d  J a n  Hos i ck .  

We curren t l y  h ave  1 3  vo l u n t eers  ava i l a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  a t  t h e  bar .

Overa l l ,  i t  h a s  been  a  good  year .  

I  wou l d  persona l l y  l i k e  t o  t h a nk  our  t e am of  vo l u n t eers ,  who ,
e ven  a t  s hor t  no t i ce ,  h a ve  been  ab l e  t o  he l p  ou t  a t  a ny  t ime ,  i f
t h ey  cou l d .

Look i n g  forward  to  a no t her  s uccessfu l  year .

Bruce Cooper
Bar Manager
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G E A R  S T E W A R D  R E P O R T

The start to the season we had steering damage to our ATV so we
sold our ATV and Phil kindly leant us his Suzuki 4WD for a few weeks
till we purchased our new 2024 Polaris Ranger. 

We fitted it out with our first aid and rescue tubes. 

Later in the season I fitted board racks to it so it is always Rescue
Ready.

We have received this season:

10 new Rescue Tubes
1 new loud haler
20 whistles
1 new esky
1 Water cooler

All our gear is running well and all our members are doing a
wonderful job keeping our gear clean and ready to go.

Thank You

Tony Worton
Gear Steward
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Lifesaver Of The Year - Ben Hosick 

Junior Lifesaver Of The Year - Thomas Maxwell 

Volunteer Of The Year - Gary Hawkins 

Junior Volunteer Of The Year - Lillian Hosick

Club Person Of The Year - Peter Bagnall

Junior Club Person Of The Year - Leah Rumsby
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